
A Frequently Asked Question About Topological Persistence 
 

Why did it take so long for the ideas that eventually gave rise to Topological Data 
Analysis to be accepted by the mathematical community? 

 

It was probably due to an unfortunate combination of my own lack of judgment in 
choosing the journals to which I submitted my papers, the incompleteness of my 
initial results, and a certain—perhaps natural—reluctance on the part of journals to 
embrace the new ideas they contained. 

 

As an example, readers who are curious will find below the rejection letters for the 
paper Metric Homotopies, one of the first works to propose the idea of topological 
persistence in the setting of zero-dimensional homology, developed during the 
1990s under the name Size Theory. The paper was eventually published in Atti del 
Seminario Matematico e Fisico dell'Università di Modena in 1999, ten years after it 
was first written. 

 

Let me be clear: I do not intend this as a criticism of the journals or of their editors, 
who made their decisions on the basis of the referees' reports. 

 

My only hope is that these letters may help illustrate the difficulties that topological 
persistence encountered in gaining recognition within the mathematical 
community. 

 

PF 
  




















